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LUNCHROOM TO BOARDROOM 
ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 
 
INTERVIEW WITH VI COX. 
INTERVIEWED BY THERESE COLLIE. 
 
10 DECEMBER 1991 
 
THERESE: This is the 10th December 1991, the Lunchroom to Boardroom Oral History Project about 
women in at labor movement for the TLC. And I'm talking to Vi Cox who lives at Goodwin Street, 
Currajong, Townsville. 
Vi, can you tell me when you were born? 
 
VI: The 1st September 1933. 
 




THERESE: And where were you born? 
 
VI: At Garbutt, and I was born at home, I wasn't born in hospital. 
 
THERESE: And have you lived in Townsville all your life? 
VI: Yes, all my life. 
 
THERESE: Can you tell me what sort of a childhood you had? 
 
VI: Very hard childhood, very rough, we never had any money, father was an alcoholic, he used to drink 
all the money. Mum was on a pension and we never had money for food because he'd drink it and if he 
came home with beer then he'd throw the food out the window and we always went without more food 
than what we had. We used to be knocked around, all those things happened to us. 
 
THERESE: Was it a big family? 
 
VI: Yes there was 8, but 2 babies died, so that left 6 of us. I was the youngest out of 8. I stopped home 
with Mum till I was about 19 and then I came into town to work for a couple of years, and then I got 
married, about 20 and had the son when I was 21. 
 
THERESE: You got married when you were 20, so that would have been 1953? 
 
VI: Yes, that would be about right, 1953. 
 
THERESE: What sort of schooling did you have? 
 
VI: Schooling wasn't very good because we went to a one-teacher school but with the way that father 
went on and that, we couldn't do homework or anything like that and I only went to Grade 5, that's the 
only grade we went to. From Grade 5 on I was the only one in the class, so the teacher used to send me 
to look after the little ones. That's all, my schooling finished then. 
 
THERESE: Why did the teacher do that? 
 
VI: Because there weren't enough teachers, they wouldn't give him an extra teacher, because they 
reckoned he never had enough children for them, but there was a lot of us, and he just never had the 
time to give to each class, so we had to fulfil, the older you got up the more you helped look after the 
other children. And in the war time we even had to dig our own trench through the school yard in case 
any war planes came over, for us to get into. We dug it with a pick and shovel, girls and boys, and made 
balaclava caps and camouflage nets. That was our school. 
 
THERESE: What was the name of this school? 
 
VI: Bohlevale State School. That's the school I went to. It's a bigger school now of course, there's a 
preschool and all there now, but that was the school we went to. We used to live at ???? where the 
Greenvale Nickel plant is and catch the rail motor home in the morning and home in the afternoon. And 
that's what the school was then. 
 
THERESE: Where was the school? 
 
VI: At Bohlevale, that's the name of it, Bohlevale out near, I forget the name it's called now, but it's just 
out of town. Near Deeragun Siding, I don't know what they call it now. 
 
THERESE: Deeragun Siding? 
 
VI: Used to be Deeragun. But there's a shopping centre out there and all now. I don't know the name of 
the new shopping centre. It's changed a lot. 
 
THERESE: So was that the poorer end of town too? 
 
VI: See it wasn't really the town because you were out in the bush. I was born at Garbutt, then Mum 
took us out bush to live because of the way father was and she thought she might be able to keep him 
away from the drink. But she couldn't because he would get on a truck to come to town, or the rail 
motors. It didn't make any difference. Of course we never had any money to come back to town so we 
stopped there. 
THERESE: Was your mother a strong influence on you, do you think? 
 
VI: Well only for Mum, we wouldn't be here today, and I don't think I'd have been the type of person I 
am, only for Mum and the grounding Mum gave us. I mean to say that's what I put it down to, what 
Mum always taught us to do, tried to do the best for everybody, and have feelings for people that need 
help. That was Mum's idea. 
 
THERESE: So when you left school, what sort of work did you do? 
 
VI: Oh I used to go and round up the cattle, my brother had cows and I used to look after the cows and 
calves and dip the cattle and things like that. Just used to help Mum then around the house, ordinary 
things. The cattle had to be got morning and afternoons, and that used to keep us pretty busy, with 
dipping them and that. 
 
THERESE: You had a cattle farm? Dairy farm? 
 
VI: It wasn't really a farm, my father had this piece of ground but it was my brother that had all these 
cattle and he had a place a bit further up amongst the hills and where our home was built some of the 
cattle used to be brought down there. And I just used to help the brothers around there. And at 19 I 
came into to town to work at a fruit shop, which is in Flinders Street still. It was called the Sunshine Fruit 
Market, and I worked there. And I got married when I was 20 and had our son when I was 21. 
 
THERESE: So who did you marry? 
 
VI: Norrie Cox, he was a driver in the Townsville railway, and I married him. He originally came from 
Ravenswood. 
 
THERESE: What was his family history? 
 
VI: Well his father and mother had the butcher's shop in Ravenswood and he was born up there and he 
did his apprenticeship with his father in the butcher's shop and was called up in the Army, just 12 
months before war was finished and then he bought the butcher's shop off his father and mother, while 
his father and mother came down here to live and eventually he sold the butcher's shop and came down 
here an joined the railway, in Townsville and worked up to be a driver on the railway. 
 
THERESE: How did you meet Norrie? 
 
VI: Through his sister. We went to the show and he tailed along and that was how I met Norrie from 
then and I haven't regretted it. 
 
THERESE: And Norrie's always been a strong unionist? 
 
VI: Yes, very strong. He belonged to the ARU union in the railway and to him there was no other union, 
he always followed the Union rules and tried to do everting right by the Union, never scabbed or 
anything the whole time he was there. 
 
THERESE: How long was he in the ARU do you think? 
 
VI: Oh he must have been in there about 34 years, yes 34 years he'd have been in the Union. 
 
THERESE: 34? Why was he such a strong unionist do you think? 
 
VI: Well he just seems to be one of these fellows that if he believes in something he believes in it 
strongly. It's the same thing with the ALP. You wouldn't get him to vote any other way if they were the 
worst people in the world. The same with the ARU. If anyone told him there was a better union, there is 
no way in the world he would go. He just seems to be that strong a person that if he believes in a thing 
he sticks to it and no one can convince him anything else. And that's how he's always been with them. 
Different other people, once when he was in the railways said, "Why didn't he change over to another 
union ?" But he wouldn't and that's why he just believed in what they fought for and what they got. 
That's how he believed in it. 
THERESE: So Norrie's the person who influenced your politics? 
 
VI: Yes very much so. It's only for him that I joined the ALP. It was only through Norrie. We've always did 
things together and when he joined he wanted me to go along with him. Which I did in the end, and he's 
always guided me and sometimes I get het up about something, he sits with me and talks things out and 
tells me if he thinks I'm wrong, he sorts me out anyhow, so that's the marriage we've always had and we 
do our politics the same way. And when he used to come home he'd talk over things with me about his 
union an that's how we've always been with it. 
 
THERESE: So you've supported him a lot in his union activities during disputes and strikes. Can you 
remember any particular strike that you've been involved in that lasted a long time? You don't have to 
tell me the year but just any particular strike that you were involved in with Norrie. 
 
VI: Yes, there was a long one but I can't remember exactly how long it went for now, but it was to better 
their working conditions and I supported Norrie all the way because I do think that the working 
conditions in the railways had to be done something to, so I was quite happy to support him. And we 
won out in the end. They got what they wanted and I was quite happy and so was he. 
 
THERESE: Can you remember what the conditions were like and what was gained? 
 
VI: Well it was better working conditions. The men weren't even getting a day off, they were expected 
to work every day of the week, and you had no family life because you couldn't plan to go anywhere in 
the weekends because you had no husband home and they were just working all hours round the clock. 
So it was better working conditions they got. They got better working conditions as they've gone along, 
but that was really the start of it. That was the turn for the better conditions that came in. 
 
THERESE: What sort of work did you do to support your husband in the strikes? 
 
VI: Well I think just being here, and being with him and he'd talk to me, not giving him a hard time, 
telling him to get back to work. I think that's the best support I could've give him, because I believed in 
what he was doing and I think that's the best support you can give anyone, if you both agree on the one 
thing. I think that's the best support is being there. I've always believed in that and we believe in being 
there for one another. 
THERESE: How difficult did you find it to do that? 
 
VI: Well that's really a hard question, because really, I'm not making a martyr of him, but it has never 
been difficult really to get along with Norrie and support him, because he's such an easy man to talk to 
and things like that. I didn't find it difficult at all, I really didn't. We've been through hard time. It's been 
much easier because he's been there and he's never gone really against anything like that. He leaves me, 
I mean I can go in for things, what I think women should have and he never goes against t anything like 
that. He always supports me all the way. 
 
THERESE: What are some of the things you think women should have? 
 
VI: Well I do think the politicians are still not listening, the men politicians are still not listening to the 
women. We were at a meeting this week about things, if you look at them, I don't think they're still 
taking in what you're saying, too much saying to you all the time "that's not true", and things like this or 
giving you back answers. And I do think we still have to keep fighting to break our way through to get 
more into it. 
 
THERESE: Can you tell me about a specific incident where you felt that you weren't listened to? 
 
VI: Well I do think I wasn't listened to, I can't remember exactly the whole thing that was in the 
Advertiser about a rape case, and I went along to the meeting. This chap advertised for penfriends 
through the Advertiser and I brought it up at the meeting that we should do something, write something 
in the Australian Post where he's advertised through. And they weren't listening and they just thought 
that rape isn't as bad as what we make it out to be and I got very uptight about it because I don't think 
the men was really listening and they thought I was raving on for nothing at all and I still don't think the 
men are taking these rape issues as bad as what rape is to the women. I did get very upset over that 
issue and I do think the men still didn't think that I should have got upset as I did. And I do think that 
they're not listening as properly as they should. 
 
THERESE: How can women overcome that sort of attitude? 
 
VI: Well we've got to keep fighting and that's what I do I keep coming back at them. I've got a name for 
it. They say, "There she goes again" or "She'll get in to us." But I'll keep going until, I don't want 
everything my own way but I do think we have to get the men to open their ears that different women 
are really genuine things and they're not things that women scream rape for. And I do think that it's 
about time the politicians and the police realised. There was an episode the other day, a rapist got out 
of jail at Townsville. In the paper it said he's not dangerous but he's trying to get a lift to Cairns. Well I 
mean, if you don't call rape dangerous, well what do you call it? I mean I just don't think that the men 
are opening their ears and I think we've just got to keep getting into them about these things. I don't 
know how we can, but if every woman gets on it I think we can do something eventually. I might feel too 
badly about rape but I am not very happy about the episode about anyhow. 
 
THERESE: How do you feel when the men say, "There she goes again, raving on, fighting, carrying on 
bringing up issues that aren't really important? 
 
VI: Well I laugh but I don't give in and I say to them, "Well, I'm going to keep going and if I sit here all day 
I just wont give in. And I do laugh, I don't let it ruffle me or feel hurt about it because to them they think 
by them saying that I'm going to let up, but I'm not going to let up. I'll keep raving on and going on until I 
get my point across. And that's the way I reckon we've got to fight. We've just got to keep it up, and 
that's the way I feel about it. 
 
THERESE: Do you find support from other women in your struggles? 
 
VI: Yes, very much so. They do feel because they talk about it to me after meetings and as I say to them, 
what I've just said, "Well look, don't give in. If we have to bring it up every meeting, bring it up at every 
meeting. If we've got to write a letter to the politicians every month, we'll do it every month. And we 
just don't stop fighting." 
 
THERESE: These are women who are in the ALP Currajong branch? 
 
VI: Yes, they're the ones in the Currajong Branch. And also at the draft class that I have here on Monday 
morning, some people I don't even know what they vote, but if something's brought up I tell them the 
same, "You just don't give in, you keep fighting and just keep harping on them until you get somewhere 
with them." 
 
THERESE: What are some of the other issues that you and the other women in the ALP have fought for? 
 VI: Well we're still fighting for transport. I mean I don't know whenever that's going to come, is the 
transport into town and that's very very bad. And at the moment we're having, some of the women are 
very upset about the General Hospital. So that looks as if that's going to be another thing to ..... and fight 
for, because they're getting told at the hospital when they go up, to go out to the 24 hour doctors and 
they've been going up there all their lives, some of the people. So now that looks as if it's going to be 
another item now, that the people and women will be fighting for. There's also men coming into this, 
that's not very happy, that are ringing me and that'll be another subject now that looks as if we'll just 
have to start fighting and keep fighting until we get ourselves heard with it. 
 
THERESE: Can you tell me how you first became involved in the ALP? 
 
VI: Yes, well it was when my husband had the heart attack. He was in the General Hospital, it was a freak 
heart attack he had, it wasn't a bad one, but another driver in the railway, president of the Garbutt 
branch Scotty Covenden, he was the only one that kept visiting Norrie an that, and he asked Norrie 
would he join the branch and Norrie went over to join the branch then comes back with a paper for me 
and wants me to join with him. That's how I got into the ALP and it's a thing that Norrie and I have 
always did everything together, so naturally I went into the branch. And then as I more or less did my 
apprentice over there with Scotty Covenden, and then when they brought the ward system in, I came to 
the Currajong branch. And I was in there about 2 years and then I took over as secretary. And I'd never 
did a secretaryship before and I thought I'd muck it all up but I'm still going. 
 
THERESE: What work does your position of secretary involve? 
 
VI: Well I always think that secretary in the Labor Party branch all depends how you want to handle it 
and our branch is a very united branch and it's mor of a big family and it covers a lot of things. If 
anyone's sick they ring me, if they can't get in to the doctors. And it just covers a wide range of 
everything, as I say. I cover the paper work to looking after members, fundraising, at election time, I'll be 
the coordinator for the phones, postal votes have come through to our house for State elections and 
council elections. I've been doing all the postal votes. I have taken it on that I cover anything, whatever 
they ask me to do. If I think it's right and I can do it, I do it, because I believe in working for the ALP, so 
whether if I can do it I never knock them back, if I can do it and if it's something that I believe in I'll do it 
for them. So it does, it covers a very big range. My craft class I have on Mondays started off the 
Currajong ladies and it's just expanded to people outside now. So it covers a lot of range of things. I just 
don't stick to the one lot of things, just being secretary and forgetting the members. I look after the 
members as much as I can. Fight for them, write letters if they want them and help them out that way. 
That's what I do. 
THERESE: How big is the Currajong branch? Do you know how many members you'd have 
approximately? 
 
VI: Well we did have 80, some have gone away now and I won't know now till all the tickets are paid up 
again this year, how many exactly. But we were up to 81 up to 100, and then we went back to 80. so 
next year will show me whether we've slipped back or we've gone ahead. We have had a couple of new 
members, young members, but we were holding our own round the 80. It's a very big branch. 
 
THERESE: Is it an old membership? How are the ages and, say, sorts of people? Could you describe the 
members? 
 
VI: Well we have got a terrible lot of pensioners, some are old pensioners, some are just gone on the 
pension, and we've got our Alderman, he's about 30, and we've got another one about that age then 2 
young girls have just joined recently. They're in their early 20s. I would like to see more young people, 
but it's very, very hard, it seems to be to get the young people in to the branch. We consist of school 
teachers, retired railway men, university student, bit of everything, I think you'd find we are, in the 
branch. There's nearly everyone there comes from a different working area. They're all working people, 
there's no rich people in the branch. None at all! 
 
THERESE: Is Currajong traditionally a Labour ward area? 
 
VI: Yes. It has been, very much, it's always been a Labor ward in this area, very easy when the postal 
voted are coming in, when you know it's someone form the Currajong area, because you know you 
haven't got a fight on the other end of the phone. Because you just don't get all ALP ringing for postal 
votes, we get all types, but Currajong is very.... But Townsville isn't too bad for Labor area though it's the 
Garbutt area our Alderman over there he went in unopposed last election, so Townsville isn't too bad 
really, for being Laborite. 
 
THERESE: Why do you think the ALP isn't attracting young people? 
 
VI: Well I do think sometimes they get bored with the meetings and they've got so much on, and I don't 
think you can put an old head on young shoulders. If young people want to play football, and go to all 
these things, I think you've got to wait until they get an older age before they'll settle down to join the 
Labor party. We have tried in our branch, we've had a couple of young people we've turned ourselves 
inside out, you may as well say, sent them to Young Labor meetings. When they come back they've 
never come back near us after going down to Brisbane to these Young Labor meetings. So I don't know 
what has happened down there, but I don't really know what the answer is, I really don't, for the young 
people. It worries me sometimes because when you look at our branch and see the older people, you 
just sit and think, well who's going to be here in the future. It really does worry me and I don't really 
know what's the answer, I really don't. 
 
THERESE: Do you think the Party itself is doing something wrong? 
 
VI: Yes, in lots of ways. 
 
REEL 25  
THERESE: This is Reel 25 on the 10th December 1991, from Lunchroom to Boardroom Oral History 
Project for the TLC about women in the labour movement, and I'm talking to Vi Cox. 
Vi, can you tell me, Is the ALP itself doing something wrong so that it's not attracting younger people to 
the Party? 
 
VI: Well, I said that this is a hard question to answer because at the moment the feed back that's coming 
through my phone, the Labor Party in Townsville isn't too good at the moment, so I just really don't 
know what you do about it, because the railway men are unhappy, the people are unhappy with the 
roads in and out of Townsville, for not getting their roads fixed, and the young people reckon we never 
get anything done for Townsville. So I don't really know whether it's those things, or what you can do, or 
whether they can start doing something to Townsville I don't know. 
 
THERESE: What sort of things, what are the railway men upset about and what are the young ones upset 
about? 
 
VI: Well, for one thing, I know the chap has said that they won't lose their jobs as redundancy, but 
they're not putting any men back on and the young people are worried about their jobs. There was a 
young fellow here the other day and he said, "Well the only thing they can do to me is put me on the 
dole." But to hear him talk he's got no thinking into the future, this is all he is saying. And then you get 
the people, young married couples that's got trucks in the main roads and they reckon the work isn't 
there for the roads any more and the roads are a disgrace in and out of Townsville, both ways. And it is 
very hard to keep up the ALP banner when you're against people and they're showing you genuine 
things. So I really don't know whether a lot are just frightened, they're not with the jobs, that it's making 
them feel this way. There's nothing that anyone can give them. I definitely don't know. I think it's 
terrible for young people to have this attitude, they don't really look into the future, when they're 
thinking that their job won't be there. It's even starting to go into the older group, so I just don't know 
how things are going to end with it. 
 
THERESE: What do you think needs to be done? 
 
VI: Well, even if they haven't got the money for the roads here, to help us out here in Townsville, to give 
us money exactly, I don't think it would hurt if they could just give a bit of money to show that at least 
they are thinking of the people and then just get a little bit each year as they can afford. I quite 
understand money's hard to get, I've never been brought up to have plenty of money myself, so I know, 
but it's just that if we can get something that I could say to people, "Well look there you see what the 
Government is doing, it is starting to bring work, they're doing this, they're doing that. But there's 
nothing you can tell anybody. It's just a little bit of encouragement, or something, I think we need. Any 
time you say anything to anyone they just say to me, "Oh we're jealous of Cairns, because Cairns has got 
this and Cairns has got that. But that's definitely not true because I'm not jealous of Cairns. I don't want 
all that tourism and stuff they've got up there. I'm quite happy with the size of our town. But you get 
tired of having people complaining to you about roads and things like that and having people say, "you 
know this job's folding down." 
 
THERESE: Where do you get your dedication from, Vi? 
 
VI: Well I suppose too I'm another one of these people, if I believe in things I believe in the Labor Party, I 
really do. And if I believe in a thing, well,I might be a bit pigheaded, I don't know, it takes a terrible lot to 
shift me, even though I don't agree with some of the things they're doing, it won't make me shift my 
belief in anything like that. And it was the same with Norrrie, with his Union. Norrie believed in his 
Union and as far as I'm concerned what Norrie was telling me was going on they were doing the right 
thing, but everybody makes mistakes, but I definitely will vote ALP till the day I die, it doesn't matter 
how cranky I get with them, and how fed up. But I am a great believer in the ALP, and as I say I'd be 
quite happy if I just saw a couple of things coming to Townsville, that's all. 
 
THERESE: What do you think the ALP has done for women? 
 
VI: Well I reckon they did a lot more than, I think, now the benefits, and I'm going back, you shouldn't go 
back, but I think now the benefits are what unwed mother are getting from them and the help they get. 
My Mum could have left my father if they had those things in those days, because my Mum always said 
to me, there was no share house, and my Mum always said to me if she had somewhere to go she would 
have took us all and left my father. But we'd have had to sleep on the street and Mum didn't want us 
going to foster homes. So when I look back now, and see what the women are getting, I don't begrudge 
these women getting, I think it's marvelous, because I think of my own childhood and I think it's 
marvelous to think how far, at least they are thinking parts for women now and helping to get us into 
some positions. I mean they share homes, to me they are the best thing that ever happened, even 
though I haven't had the experience of using them. I do think they've did a lot and they've did a lot for 
helping people that way. 
 
THERESE: What are those share homes? 
 
VI: Well, if say a mother's getting, the woman's getting belted up or her husband's doing something he 
shouldn't well she can go to that share home overnight, and no one, I couldn't tell you where the share 
home is in Townsville because they're not publicised like that, that anyone can go there and you were 
taken in there overnight, the woman and the children, and they're looked after. And I think you can stop 
more than one night you can stop longer. And anyone can get in touch with them through the, I think 
Margaret Reynolds can get you in touch with them. They're a great thing. I mean now when the husband 
leaves the wife, she can get a pension and money for the children and all that was never like it years 
ago. I do think that they've come a long way, the women, because I always say we can't expect the 
world but at least we are getting helped along a bit that way. The only other whinge I've got is, I want to 
see men open their minds up to these rape cases, and do more in that area. 
 
THERESE: So how far do you think women have come, Vi ? 
 
VI: A terrible long way, really a long way now, we are getting a say. And with our women going into 
politics we're come a long way. We are lucky here in Townsville we've got Margaret Reynolds, we've got 
Ann ... , our deputy Mayor. And they're two top women and they hold a big job as far as I'm concerned. 
And I think we've come a long way to get two top women like that in here in Townsville. Before we 
never had any women and I do think we are starting to really hit the, the women are getting farther to 
the front. I do think in time that we will get further ahead. I do think we are progressing very well, it's 
getting them through into there and if we can keep the women in there to speak for us we'll be right. 
That's how I feel about it. 
THERESE: What do you think has been achieved, you talk about share houses, what else do you think has 
been achieved for women? 
 VI: I think we've achieved a lot more, as I was saying, we've got the new machine in Townsville now for 
the mammograms, for the breast cancer, which we were on about that 2 years ago. Bridget Walsh was 
in that and I reckon we have achieved a great big thing by getting that, to me that was a big 
achievement. That was one thing. And I do think that we have more avenues to go to now, to speak 
about things than what we did before because you can ring up a group of women now if you want to 
have a talk about anything, and I do think we are achieving more now in that area. And as I say we have 
achieved a terrible lot as far as getting them women to be there, that can hear the women's problems. 
 
THERESE: When did you join the ALP, Vi? 
 
VI: Must have been round 1980 I joined, must have been. At that time I couldn't do too much because I 
was looking after my Mum, I used to go to the meetings and that but I didn't get as involved as what I 
have been in the last few years. 
 
THERESE: What do you think you've learnt from your involvement? 
 
VI: Well, to see other peoples' problems and I reckon I've learnt more about politics and I've learnt more 
that you don't have to sit back and be just one of the crowd. I never used to be an outspoken person 
that I am today. I joined the Labor Party and the first couple of years I was very quiet but it has brought 
me out a terrible lot and I think it keeps your mind more open and you know what's going on in the 
world, and you learn more about women’s' things. And I think it's very good to be in, myself,, I just think 
if you treat it not just as a political thing, and not just look at one side, go into it that you've got your 
mind open, that you look at everything from both sides, just don't walk in with your own opinion and 
expect everybody else to go the same way as you. It can give you a terrible lot. I've never regretted 
joining it. It's just brought me out, as I say, it's brought me out a terrible lot. I wouldn't say the things 
before that I say to the politicians today and I don't take anything. 
 
THERESE: What have you said to politicians? Can you tell me an incident where you've been outspoken 
to a politician? 
 
VI: Well I tell them not to go on and to listen to what we're saying and to listen properly and not to go 
on and still have their own say and close their ears to us. They've got to listen. 
THERESE: Can you give me a for example? 
 
V ; Well there's the one Ted Lindsay always says when he's at the meeting. He knows if he goes on or 
doesn't listen that Violet will up and tell him to be quiet and to listen to the people and give the 
members a go. Ted knows and Jeff Smith knows when he comes along to the meetings he just looks at 
me if I think he's getting a bit way above us and he just smiles. 
 
THERESE: Who's Ted Lindsay and Jeff Smith? 
 
VI: Ted Lindsay's the Member for Herbert, and Jeff Smith's the Minister for Townsville now. And our 
Mayor, Tony Mooney, he doesn't get away with anything neither. Tony always laughs. No I have, I've 
come a long way in myself. 
 
THERESE: Can you remember the first time you spoke out? 
 
VI: Yes, I felt that I was going to say, I was only in it for about 18 months, and I spoke up and I was 
shaking and I was nearly in tears and thought I'm going to make a fool of myself here. But anyway once I 
spoke up at the first meeting, you never stop me from then on. 
 
THERESE: What was that about? Can you remember? 
 
VI: I can't remember now what it was about. Would have been, I can't exactly remember what it was 
about that was on. I only wished I had have been in it earlier and got right up the front with the women, 
I really do, it's one thing now that I've done this and come on, so I would have liked to be in it in the 
early years but you can't undo what you haven't done. 
 
THERESE: So you spent a lot of years supporting your husband and raising your family, working in the 
home. 
VI: I supported Norrie and raised a son and really looked after my Mother and Father, he had lung 
cancer, and then my husband's Mother and Father, and then my sister. I used to go up and down to 
Cairns to my Sister when she took ill quite a bit. So it's only in the last few years that I've had really a life 
free for myself. And that's why I said that I wish I could have got into it earlier, but these things are given 
to you. Just got to accept it. 
 
THERESE: And if you'd had a choice about work that you’d like to have done, what would you have 
chosen? 
 
VI: Helping the needy, that's always been my aim, helping anybody that needs help or helping people in 
trouble. And that’s what I feel strongly about. I don't like people knocking people that are needy people 
or people that are having a bad time. And I think that's why I could understand my husband with the 
Union because he only fought for the benefit to people not to knock people. I do believe in that. 
 
THERESE: What sorts of things did you have to do during the strikes that your husband was involved in 
the home? 
 
VI: Well, you had the cheapest things you did for tea, your meals, you watched when you went and 
bought your groceries you watched every bit of money you spent, and of course, you didn't go to the 
pictures a lot, you didn't go at all. And things like that, you just watched every bit, your meat bill, your 
grocery bill, everything like that, that you watched, and just count your pennies, and not expect 
extravagant things or anything like that. We got through it that way, watching your pennies very much. 
And these days it's cents, isn't it? Not pennies? 
 
THERESE: And you didn't find that particularly difficult yourself? 
 
VI: No, because we'd always had to live that way and so to me it wasn't hard because we'd always had 
to live that way, to watch our money and used to struggling, that it was no hardship to us, because we'd 
always been through it. It's only in the last couple of years that I've been able to really live that you don't 
have to watch your pennies to that extent, you still have to watch them but it’s not the way it used to 
be. 
 
THERESE: Do you think your attitudes have changed over the years towards women's place in society, or 
things like that? 
VI: Yes, very much. As I say, I'm more outspoken now and it means that it doesn't matter where I am, 
before it used to be that I'd only speak to Norrie about things, but now if I'm out and I think a thing now 
I say it. And before I wouldn't do a thing, you know, just speak to Norrie, but I have changed. I've 
changed a lot. 
 
THERESE: So can you remember a best experience of all your work that you've done. 
 
VI: A best experience? Well the best experience has been when I used to do the voluntary work at 
home, with all the lonely people out there. I used to take them for craft and I used to enjoy every 
minute of it and that would be my best experience, helping people like that. I enjoyed it immensely. 
 
THERESE: What did you get out of that? 
 
VI: A lot of pleasure and laughter and it just made me come home feeling terrific, it just made me not to 
feel selfish and if I felt a bit off-colour it really did help me feel really good through all that. 
 
THERESE: What about a worst experience in your work, perhaps supporting Norrie in strikes or in your 
involvement with the Labor Party. Has there been any time when you've felt defeated? 
 
VI: No, not really, because I've been a bit down if we didn't win the election or something like that, and 
then I've thought next day well it's no good grizzling about it, get up and work again, so I've never really 
let it get me really down, never yet. That's how I've always been, because I think that was Mum's way 
too of bringing us up, because Mum always taught us you don't sit down and feel sorry for yourself, you 
get up and work, so that's how I've always been. 
 
THERESE: So what advice would you give to the young people today? 
 
VI: Well, never to give up hope and if you're married try to support your partner, even when things get 
rough. And if you have a family just give them as much love as you can to keep the family together, and 
then troubles are not so bad as, you still have your ups and downs, but you'll find things are much easier 
to get along with. That's the way we've always been, always keep the door open for the family and 
friends, we've always has a big lot of friends here. 
 
THERESE: What about to young women, in particular? Is there anything that you've learnt in your life 
that would prompt you to advice younger women? 
 
VI: Well not to expect everything at once. Like if you get married, you can't expect everything overnight, 
just have patience and wait for things. Things like that, that's all I can express for people. I just feel that 
nowadays in the world there's too much of that they want everything straight away, and that's half the 
problems that starts for families. I'm a great one, I feel for these children that are not wanted in the 
homes and things like that, because we've had episodes round here that the women never used to let 
them get into the homes, they just used to come here at 7 o'clock in the morning and have breakfast 
and they weren't allowed home all day and they'd have tea here and then go home. So I think the young 
woman has just got to realise that if she has children she's to look after the family and make it a better 
country for us if the children are looked after properly. That's all I can say. I feel very strongly about 
children and how they're looked after. 
 
THERESE: What recognition do you think that there is for the work women do in society? 
 
VI: Oh well that's getting better too, there's a lot more now, recognition of work than what there used 
to be, that is getting better, better than what it used to be. You hear people talking now, where you 
never used to about what work women do and I know now even at election time when the women get 
in I hear even men saying that it's good that she got in or what she's doing. It is getting more, better that 
part, the recognition, it's coming on better that what it was. 
 
THERESE: What about for yourself? What sort of recognition have you received for your work? 
 
VI: None. Now and again you get thank-you, or you get a 24 smile. But I don't look for thank-you, I really 
don't and I'm not a person that goes out to look for a lot of that. If I'm making people happy and 
everybody's happy that doesn't really worry me. I'm not one to want to be in the front for things. 
